[Radial flap: a valuable fasciocutaneous flap for intra-oral reconstruction].
The radial forearm flap, or the forearm flap, is called "Chinese flap" for its development of the chinese doctors, and is originally designed for the correction to the post-burn contraction of the face and neck. The radial forearm flap is one of the fasciocutaneous flap, supplied by the radial artery, and transferred as a single-stage reconstruction micro-surgically. In oral and maxillofacial region, the deltopectral flap (D-P flap) and the pectralis major myocutaneous flap (P-M-M-C flap) are mainly used for the reconstruction. These flaps, however, are sometimes too bulky and limited to transfer, and more require two-stage operations. On the other hand, as the forearm flap being thin and pliable, some doctors use this flap micro-surgically at single-stage free flap reconstruction. Before two years, we have begun to transfer the radial forearm flap for the intra-oral reconstruction. The operation method is as follows. Design and Elevation of the Radial Forearm Flap 1. Using the ultrasonic doppler flow meter, the radial artery and the subcutaneous forearm veins are marked on the skin. 2. The flap is designed 20% larger according to the pattern to be reconstructed, with the distal section of the radial artery as an axis on the forearm and the median vein of forearm inclusively. 3. Before the operation, Allen test must be performed in order to determine whether the hand will survive without a radial arterial in-put. 4. The operation is performed with a arm tourniquet. The margin of the flap are incised down to the deep fascia, isolating and preserving the proximal subcutaneous veins as required.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)